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lantic liner. Hence it is not for me to predict that airships of this type will ever supplant or seriously compete with steamships. But it is not at all improbable, certainly not impossible, that in time we shall'have a special aerial transatlantic service for the accommodation of a small share of the swarms of transocean travelers.
Other possibilities of the motor-balloon are in war and exploration. As to the value of the airship in war I shall write a special chapter. As to its use in exploration, if there remains a part of the earth's surface worth exploration, and the difficulty of doing that by the ordinary means of travel is so great as to involve practical difficulties, the motor-balloon is available for the purpose. For example, if it were considered worth while for anyone to endeavor to revisit the North Pole since its discovery by Peary, a motor-balloon would serve very well as the vehicle of travel. If Peary had not reached the Pole when he did it is highly probable, almost certain, that an airship would have performed the feat in a year or two.
It may be that there are other parts of the Arctic regions, or of the Antarctic, or of Australia or Africa, now unknown, and in the exploration of which a motor-balloon could be used to advantage. Prof. Hergesell, of Berlin, of whom I spoke in connection with his valu-